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ls WIn sarly Jul 52 I armrivsod in Burgas frem my rative villags in County
Elkhove to lodk foi work,

2. "At the Burgas bus depot I was alone. I knew nn ona-. The town was strange
N to me, and I did not imow whore to turne I had with me 10 leva, bread and
some cheese. I spent the night at the rallroad station where thera were
many people like me. Nobody checked our papers.
3 '"The next day a fellow stopped me who had known me in the army. We went
tc o oafe, drank boaa and ate cakes. I told him that I was looling for a
job. He told me That they wanted workers at the Strogobiedinonie entor-
prise. He had worked there but had left because ob was tooc heavy and
did not pay enough money to support him. It was out of the question to buy
a sult. Another worker from that enterprise them entered the cafe. We
. talked together and the man suggeated that I apply for a Job and posaibly
work with him. I agreed.

Le "TAbout 8 PN we entered a workers' collective settlement (obsztezitie)
of the Strojobiedinenie enterprise. My noew friend lived there. He took me
to the man in charge (ekonom) (domakin). He asked me if I wanted to work
for them. I said yes. He took my passport and kept asking me all soris
of questions. He permitted me to spend the night in the collective settle-
ment and re\ ‘ined my passport.

5. - "I was taken inside. The workers' settlement was a brick barracks with
several rooms. My friend lived in a room about three meters wide and six-
geven meters long. It had two Llevels of beds, seven on each level. The
beds had straw mattresses,. hlanikets, etraw plllows and sheete. T..a room
had two chairs. wLuviv weuse 8ix people in the room that night; I was the
scventh. .The entire barrack was occupled by Strojobiedinenie workers wha
were building a house for sallors,
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6. "Before 8 a.m. my £riend tock me to the enterprisc offices in town and
introduced me to a foreman (Keadrowik). He asked ma where I was from,
whether I belonged to Dimitoov Youth Organization (the Communist Youth
Organization). I told him that I had belonged before Joining the Arny
tut, was a member no longer. He asked me whether my father was in a collect-
ive farm. I said that he was but that I wasn't. He drew my attention to
the fact that T did not have a note from the director of the collective
farm and was unxious to know whether they would come after me. I reassured
him that they would ncv.. He asked me how long I wanted to work. I said
three months. He suggested that I sign a throe montha' contract, to which
T agreed. He read the text of the contract to me. It.said that I was
supposed to follow work dlsecipline, Look after the tools, and not de=-
stroy daterials. It said that T would be put on trial should I do any=
thing wrong. I aigned the paper. He £0ld me that after & few days T
would get paid, He then took my passport, entered something in it and put
a seal under it. He handed the passport back to me and gave me & pleco of
paper for the director of works in the project where I was o be employeds
I got one copy of my contracte

7. "I went out towards the project with my friend, but ho met another friend
on the way and I lost him., I did not lnow where to look for the project,
so T went to the workera' ssttlament £74 called upon the head man. He ex-
amined my passport and my contract and *old me thot he had to get me &
workers' book (Trudowa ¥nizka) end that I would go to work the noxt day.
After S peme the others same bask from wark. I was told that the next day
T was to move to live near the projeat.

8, "The next morning & horse end buggy errived. e loaded four beds with
blankets ete, Three woriers aud T walked besides the huggy for sbout half
an hour. We got for the four of us & room freshly finished near our projecte

9. W"Ja worked digging foundatlons for a 'building., We were paid according to -

A our performance: 2.80 leva for excavatify and moving one square meter of
earth for a distance of about 20 meters. We worked from 8 &dia £ 5 Peme
with an hour break for lunch., We fed oursolves with bread, tomato or choosé.
Tomatoes cost &t that time (Jul 53) 0080 Lleva per kg. A man called Bobi,
young and pleasant, was &ssigning and checking ouxr worke :

10. "The Kadronwmik promised that I would got paid soon. I was penniless and
nad néthing to eats I was being promised day after dsy that I would get
some nmoney but days were pagaing and I vas getting nothing. Twice I went to
the offices, where I was stalled off, Finally after ten days we got some
pay. I had to go 1o the office to get a paper stating how much I had mades
174th that paper I had to go to the director who signed it and put on a seal,
then te another official whe checked once more and signed. Only after this
procedure could I go to the cashier. He aeked me to sign on & payrcll lis
and explained to me that the bachelor's tex and other taxes hal been de=-
dusted. I received 170 leva as an advahce on my pay. The cashier warned
me +hat I would not get anything more until the final settlement at the end
of th¢ month and that I should economize. At the end of the month I got
+he remaining 90 leva. I caleulated that I made enough money to eat with
but nothing was left over. I werked on Sundays, but two Sundays of the
month were fresa

11, "One of thase Sundaya 1 went to Burgas and ate in a restaurant four ham-

purgers and a slice of bread, for which I paid o.lLD leva. I oould affoxd
to 1ive cnly on bread and such things as tomatoaes, nothing clse.
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"I worked several more days. Someone from our village came @nd brought

me a letter which I gave my foreman to read for me /scurce is illiterat.ej.
I thought it was a letter from my parents. The forenan read and said,

"My boy, you have to give up your work right now and return home. This
latter is from the chairman of your collective, who saya that you have no
right 4o work anywhere elsa's I begged him t¢ let me contlnue working,
but he refused. Thon I asked him to pay me the rest duec me. He answersqd
that not only was nothing due me, but that I had taken over 150 leva which
T should return. I did not have that money and I could not understand how
that was possible. Hu said that I must pay him that money - if. I didn't
he would refuse to write in my passport when I finished my work and would
not affix the seale. Without that entry nc one would give me work.

nT did not even have money for my return trip, but since it was the haxrvest
time I worked for ten daya in neighboring villages., Friends suggested that
I go back home since the collective chalrman wanted me; otherwise I would
Tun into trouble. Finally I managed to collact enough money for & bus

trip to Elkhovo. }

NThero 38 a emall waiting room in the Tus depot in Burges. Tlciets are sold

&t the window.. The bus was crowded. A militia patrol chegked desuments

in the bus in the vicinity of the village of Kruﬂzewo.éi . Otherwise no doouments
were cheoked. I returned to my village." .

- end -~
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